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State Law

ɈRCW 35.13.177 & RCW 35A.14.330

-allows for the preparation of 
Comprehensive Plan policy and zoning  
for expected annexations.

-effective upon annexation



Comprehensive Plan Policy

+4ɯƕƔȭƗɯ$ßÐÚÛÐÕÎɯ/ÓÈÕÚɯÚÛÈÛÌÚȮɯɁRecognize the 
interests of the residents of the annexing area 
and, in the absence of specific policies and 
standards adopted by the city, honor the intent 
of adopted county plans andordinances for 
areas proposed to be annexed.ɂ



Comprehensive 
Plan Land Use 

Designation 
Conversion

Convert County designations 
as closely as possible to City 
designations



Zoning Conversion

Convert County zoning as 
closely as possible to City 
zoning





County Zoning vs. City Zoning

Ɉ No residential uses in West Plains industrial zones in 
both the County and City

Ɉ Setbacks, lot coverage, height requirements generally 
less restrictive in the City industrial and commercial 
zones.

Ɉ Generally the same uses are allowed in both the City & 
County industrial and commercial zones.



Low Density ResidentialŸ
Single Family Residential

Ɉ County LDR & City RSF Zones 
largely the same density and 
dimensional standards.

Ɉ Duplexes and dependent 
manufactured homes not 
permitted in City RSF.

Ɉ Garden sales not permitted in 
the City RSF.

Ɉ Concerns about non-conforming 
large domestic animals.  
Inventory these for permit 
system.

RSF



High Density Residential Ÿ Residential 
Multifamily

Ɉ County HDR not 
density not limited

Ɉ City RMF 30 units per 
acre max

Ɉ Office uses more 
limited in City RMF

RMF



Airfields

Ɉ The SIA Property makes up a majority of the West Plains 
Annexation

Ɉ Aviation Facilities are a functionally and economically vital to 
the Region.



Spokane International Airport

Ɉ Major regional port

Ɉ 3.4 million passengers in 2008 

Ɉ 52,076 air cargo tons in 2008

Ɉ 2,000 people work at the airport

Ɉ 1,000 more in the surrounding 
business park

Ɉ $895.5 Million annual economic 
impact (2007 EWU Study)



Fairchild Air Force Base
Ɉ Mission - train, equip, deploy and 

support law enforcement in 
promoting public safety for 
Washington State

Ɉ ~5,000 jobs 

Ɉ One of the largest employers in 
Eastern WA   



Felts Field

Ɉ 13 businessoperations-350 
employees

Ɉ ~ 200 based aircraft

Å ~ 66,900 operations annually

Ɉ Business and recreational resource

Ɉ Medstar-public health resource



Encroachment by Incompatible 
Development 

Ɉ Restricts airport development

Ɉ Limits capacity expansion and safety improvements

Ɉ Restricts aircraft operation Ҧ system delays

Ɉ Lost value of public investment

Ɉ Increase risk of aviation accidents

Ɉ Litigation and noise abatement costs



Incompatible Uses

Ɉ Residential

Ɉ High -Intensity Uses

Ɉ Vulnerable Occupant Uses

Ɉ Critical Community Infrastructure

Ɉ Hazardous Uses



Consequences
of Incompatible Development

To people who live near airports:

Ɉ Noise Exposure

Ɉ Emission exposure

Ɉ Risk of accident

Ɉ Decline in aviation services

Ɉ Limits on economic advantages aviation facilities can 
provide



FAA Imaginary Surfaces-

Address structure height



Airfield Overlay Zones -
address land use compatibility

Ɉ Zones determined by:

- risk of accident

- noise modeling

-air traffic patterns

-proximity to runways

Ɉ Washington Department 
of Transportation 
(WSDOT) and FAA Land 
Use Guides



Only applies to 
annexation area


